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MAITIÚ Ó LAIGHIN —–MATHEW LYONS  
RANN NA CILLE AGUS ÁRA MÓR  

MAR A D’INNIS RÓÍSE RUA AN SCÉAL DO PHÁDRAIG UA CHÁ IMHSÍ  
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The house in the field to the rear of the two-storey house is the Lyons home. It is from this house that 
Maitiú Lyons came. About 1835 the Rundale System came to an end when the land was Striped and it 
was then that this house was built and Maitiú may have helped to build it. The nearer house on the sea-
side of the road is Paddy Eamonn Haughey's house; this is the house in which I now live! Maitiú sister, 
Margaret married Paddy Eamonn Haughey and it was they who built this house in the 1860’s. The old 
man in the picture minding the pig is my Great-great-grandfather, Sean-Fhelim Ua Gallchobhair. This 
picture was taken in 1890 and I “borrowed” it from “Occasions of Faith” by Lawrence J. Taylor. S.Ó.G. 
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MATTHEW LYONS —–MAITIÚ Ó LAIGHIN        
AS TOLD BY RÓISE RUA TO PÁDRAIG ÚA CNÁIMHSÍ  

Translation 
         John Bonar, Johnny Mór, that was the name of our next door neighbour. He was from 
the lower country and he came to live on the Island after he got married. The two houses 
were beside one another and many `s the time that we were in and out to one another 
throughout our lives. They were a very generous couple and we were the same with them. 
Nuala Lyons was Johnny Mór`s wife’s name and since she was a daughter of Maitiú Lyons 
everyone called Fanny Mhaitiú. She is dead for twenty-three years now. Many `s the time 
herself and her husband were raking in our house and many `s the time that we were in theirs 
as well. They were a grand couple. 
         The Lord have mercy on the Butcher, but he would often draw on the story about how 
Maitiú Lyons came to the Island the first day ever. He was weaver from Teelin in Glencolm-
kille and it seems that on this day he came to Dungloe to sell webs of Bainín. He used to go 
`round on the Fairs and he’d have a wee Stand on the street. It was the time of the Famine 
and the Landlord, Charley had not yet come to the Island and there was no Letter Post until 
he arrived. It seems that this girl by the name of Nuala Greene went out to the Fair on some 
earn or other (she was selling woollen socks) and she started to bargain with Maitiú Lyons 
about some tweed. As the story goes that their conversation got on to matters other than the 
tweed. They seemed to have a notion of one another and the conversation lasted longer than 
with other customers. And that was only the beginning! The following Fair Day, Nuala went 
to Dungloe again and met up with Maitiú Lyons again and the “come hither” from the      
previous fair continued. Their friendship got closer and closer and there was no separation of 
them after that. After a few more Fairs the question of Marriage arose and Nuala said that 
she could not leave her parents without their blessing and permission. The situation was     
urgent for Maitiú; Shrove Tuesday was coming and he wanted them to be married before 
Lent! As he left the Fair he instructed Nuala as to how she would get a message to him about 
her parents consent. 
         “You go home and put the situation to them. If they are happy and give their consent, 
send a message to me”. 
         But there was a difficulty; neither of them could write and if they could, there was no 
Post on the Island. But Maitiú was not beat yet. He said 
         “If your folks are happy about the Marriage, build a Bonfire on the highest point on the 
Island and I will have one built on Glen Head. You signal their consent by lighting yours and 
I will light mine in reply that I am on my way to Aranmore”. (Maitiú had relations in 
Garbhross who helped him to build the Bonfire on Glen Head). 
         Nuala did as she was instructed. The first clear night she lit the Bonfire to inform the 
Weaver that he was acceptable to her parents as a son-in-law. Maitiú seen the message from 
his sentry point on Glen Head and lit his own Bonfire in reply to signal that he was on his 
way. At the break of day the following morning, Maitiú headed for the Rosses and it wasn't 
selling Bainín that was on his mind. Nuala and Maitiú were married shortly afterwards and 
they made their home on the Island. 
  
The text in italics are additions that I added from the Teelin version of the story. There is a 
good version of the story in the Aranmore book. Unfortunately my copy has gone missing. 
Maitiú Lyons may not have had any formal education but he was a multi-talented person. He 
was a Weaver by trade; he also had Sea-faring, Fishing and Farming skills and coming from 
Teelin at that time he would also have a knowledge of Smuggling and Poteen Distilling!  All 
this made him a good “Catch” for Nuala Greene and a valued member of the Aranmore 
Community! S.Ó.G. 
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 The information below is taken from “Glencolumkille 300BC—–1901AD by Aidan Man-
ning. It lists the Rinnakill Conolly Estate Tenants in the years 1848, 1857 and 1867. (The 
figures beside the names are shillings.) My interpretation of the names are: 1848, Widow Ed-
ward Lyons probably is Matthew Lyons mother. 1857. Bridget Lyons (same person as 
Widow Lyons above) is in the home, but the holding has been sub-divided! Patrick Haughie 
(Paddy Eamonn) is married to Bridget Lyons daughter, Margaret and they are living in the 
house on the neck of the Rhannakilla Pier (the one the left) and have the part of the farm that 
now belongs to me. Bridget Lyons son, Michael, is living in a little cottage by Rhannakilla 
Pier at the shore (the one on the right). There is a map of Rinnakill on Page 8 and it shows 
the lie of the land and houses. No. 3 is the Lyons Holding and the sub-division is not shown. 
The letters a, b, and c indicate the positions of the three houses on the holding. 1867, Ed-
ward Lyons II is now in charge of the Lyons homestead (he is a brother of Matthew) and 
Patrick Haughey Jr. and his wife, Margaret and family are living in this newly-built house? 
 S.Ó.G. 

N.B. The Pat/Patrick Lyons listed on Lands  14 and 15 in years 1857 and 1867 are not re-
lated to Matthew Lyons as far as I know. S.Ó.G. 
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I found the Map below in “Glencolmcille: A Parish History” by Conall Mac Cuinneagáin. It 
gives a rough idea of the layout of Rhannakilla in Rundale before the land was laid out in 
farms after 1835? S.Ó.G. 

An Teach 
Mór 

Rhannakilla Clachán. 
Before the land was Stripped. 
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This is different view of the Rinnakill Map on the previous page. It shows the small Clachán (2/3 houses) 
mentioned on Page 11. There was a Lyons house there from early in the 19th Century. Maitiú Lyons 
would have lived there before the land was striped into small holdings? I “burrowed” this Map from 
“Occasions of Faith” by Lawrence J. Taylor. S.Ó.G. 

Small Clachán 
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This is the Rinnakill section of the Griffith Valuation 1857 Map from “Glencolmkille: A Parish History” 
By Conall Mac Cuinneagáin. The Griffith Valuation in this book gives full explanations for the numbers 
and letters. The Numbers refer to the farm holdings and the Letters refer to the houses on these holdings! 
Farm No. 3 is the Lyons Holding. The sub-division between Patrick (Paddy Eamonn) Haughey and Marga-
ret Lyons is not yet shown. House b. on the map is that of Paddy Eamonn and Margaret and house c. is that  
of Michael Lyons. Also note that the Quay at the foot of  the Lyons Holding was completed in 1839, 
around the time that Maitiú went to Aranmore. See Page 110 in “Glencolumbkille: A History 3000BC—
1902AD” by Aidan Manning. S.Ó.G. 
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The above page is taken from Daonradh Theilinn 1878 (Church Census).  Note Edward Lyons II , his wife 
Mary Kennedy and their family. John aged 13 married Sarah Hegarty, Ummeriwirrnan and among their 
family were Jimmy, the fiddler; John, married in Malinmore; Ned, married in Montana; Mary Parkes,      
married in America and Biddy, married to John Royan, Aughera . Margaret (Péigí) aged 7 married Con 
Beag Chondy Chonaill Haughey, Rhannakilla. Edward III (Ned) aged 4, married Anne Maloney, Aughera 
and lived in the home. Catherine (Kate) Buckley, married in America. There was also a James in this family. 
He was married in Belfast and he had a son, Barney, whom Ned and Anne reared. Barney joined the Gárda 
and he served as a detective in Galway. He died in the 1970’s. Patrick Haughey (Paddy Eamonn) listed 
last, married Margaret Lyons, a sister of Edward Lyons II. listed above. The farm was sub-divided between 
Edward II and Margaret;   Edward got the larger part. S.Ó.G. 
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DETAILS OF THE FAMILY OF MATTHEW LYONS IN TEELIN.  
 

         First an Historical Note: On the night of the 11-12th of February 1813 a Great Drown-
ings occurred at Bruckless Bay and as many as 400-500 Herring Fishermen from Inver to 
Loughros Point were drowned. The Teelin-Kilcar area was the worse hit. (“There were 90 
widows on the two sides of Teelin Bay”, I heard the late Conall (Darby) McShane say!)   
(I had a visit from Jimmy Haughey of Curris and Portrush to-day 05/09/2007 and he told me 
that he heard his father, Johnny Haughey of Rhannakilla and Curris say that a Granduncle? 
of Johnny’s survived the Bruckless Drownings. He had come out from Garveross and that he 
had a house with no land in Rhannakilla. I now believe that this man was Matthew’s          
father—Edward I  listed below?). Jimmy Haughey`s story brought another piece of informa-
tion to my mind. My father told me that there was a small Clachan of 2/3 houses on the graz-
ing above the Lyons home and that it was there Jimmy Haughey`s Grandfather, James,  was 
reared as a young boy in the 1860’s!  
         The lands at Teelin were Striped about 1835 and Edward I , would have built a new 
house then. See picture on page 3. The oldest records that we have are the Conolly Estate 
Rent Rolls of 1848. These show that Widow Edward  Lyons in charge of the Holding in 
1848. (It seems that Edward Lyons I, had died some time after Matthew went to Aran-
more?) By the Griffith Valuation List and Map of 1857 Bridget Lyons, Edward Lyons 
widow, is in charge of the holding. Her son, Michael is living in a house at the shore on the 
north-side of the stream. Her daughter, Margaret has married Patrick (Paddy Eamonn) 
Haughey and they are living in a house at the neck of Rhannakilla Pier and Bridget Lyons 
has divided the holding between herself and her daughter, Margaret. By the 1867 Conolly 
Rent Rolls, Bridget Lyons has died and her son Edward II , has taken over, Patrick 
Haughey (Paddy Eamonn), his wife , Margaret and family are living in their newly-built 
house where I now live, but there is no mention of Michael Lyons! 
         According to Daonradh Theilinn 1878 (Church Census), Edward II , is now married to 
Mary Kennedy and their family are Brigid 15 years; John 13 years;  Mary 10 years; Mar-
garet (Péigí) 7 years; Edward III  4 years; Catherine 2 years;  James, who was born about 
1881. 
 
 
John I married Sarah Hegarty, Ummeriwirrnan, and their family were John II , Edward, 
Jimmy, Biddy, Mary and Kate. They lived in a small cottage on Briany (Jack) Hegarty’s 
land in Ummeriwirrnan.  Briany (Jack) was Sarah’s brother. 
 
John II married Mary McNelis, Malinbeg and bought a house and farm in Malinmore and 
lived there. Their family were Paddy (deceased), Kevin, Anne, Séamus (deceased), Seán and 
Pete. 
 
Edward went to Butte, Montana. He was married and had a family. One of his sons has a 
500,000 Acre Ranch in Montana! 
 
Jimmy lived in Teelin. He was a fisherman and a great traditional fiddler. He went to Eng-
land in 1950 and lived, worked and played music in Rugby until he died on 17th January 
1977. He is buried in the family grave in Carrick Graveyard. Séamus Ennis recorded music 
from Jimmy in 1949 and some of this music is on the  “Donegal Fiddle” tape and CD. 
 
Biddy lived in Teelin. She married John Royan, Aughera, in 1949. When her brother Jimmy 
went to England in 1950, her father, John, moved to live with them in Aughera and it was 
there that he died. 
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Mary went to America and there she married a Mr. Parkes from Malinbeg. She bought the 
house and farm in Rhannakilla (that I now own) for her father in 1929 and John Lyons, 
Jimmy and Biddy came to live here. After her father went to live with Biddy and John Royan 
in Aughera, she sold the house and land in Rhannakilla to my father in 1954. When she re-
tired from work in America she returned to Donegal and lived in Carrick until she died. She 
is buried in the family grave in Carrick Graveyard. 
 
Kate also went to America and married a Mr. Buckley there. She returned on several visits. 
She died in America. 
 
 
Margaret (Péigí) married Con Beag (Condy Chonaill) Haughey in Rhannakilla. Their fam-
ily were Connie (Con Beag), Mary (Con Beag), Kate (Con Beag), Bridget (Con Beag) 
and Maggie (Con Beag). 
 
Connie (Con Beag) was a fisherman and a great traditional fiddler. He played in a Band in 
the 1930’s with his cousin and neighbour, Jimmy Lyons. He married Mary Catherine 
McNelis, Ballymore and their family are: Joseph, Phonsie, Mary, Brendan, Gerard, Bríd 
and Seán Martin. 
 
Mary (Con Beag) married Denis Curran, Malinbeg and they had a son, James. 
 
Kate (Con Beag) married Mick Keeney, Postman, Rhannakilla. Their family are: Seán, 
Máire, Con, Peggy and Bríd. 
 
Bridget (Con Beag). National Teacher. She died in the Downings in the 1930’s at a young 
age. 
 
Maggie (Con Beag).  Married Gus Tully in the U.S.A. Their family are: Joseph and Mary. 
 
 
Edward Lyons III married Anne Maloney of Aughera. They had one daughter, Mary, who 
married an Irish Army soldier Mr. Neville and she lived in Athlone most of her life. Their 
family are Stephen, Eddie, Tony and Colette. Edward and Anne also reared a nephew, 
Barney Lyons, a son of James Lyons. Barney Lyons was a Detective in An Gárda Siochána 
in Galway. He was in poor health and died at a young age. 
 
James Lyons lived in Belfast and was married there. He had a son, Barney, who was reared 
by Edward Lyons III and his wife Anne Maloney. See entry above. 
 
Seosamh Ua Gallchobhair, 
Rinn na Cille, 
Teileann, 
Tír Chonaill. 
02/02/2008 
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Mrs . Kate Lyons/Buckley and her sister Mrs. Mary Lyons/Parkes, outside Mary’s 
Cottage, Carrick Upper. This picture was taken before 1973. Seán Keeney,  Carrick, 
gave me the picture. S.Ó.G. 

Biddy Lyons/Royan, her cousin, Mary Lyons/Neville from Athlone and her sister, Mary 
Lyons/Parkes. The picture was taken in Aughera. The date on the Kodak Print was      
August 1961. Seán Keeney gave me the picture. S.Ó.B. 
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Standing: Pat Royan and Biddy Lyons/Royan. Kneeling Centre: Dónal Maloney and 
John Royan. Sitting in Front: Jimmy Lyons. The picture was taken about 1949,     
before Jimmy Lyons went to England. Seán Keeney, Carrick, gave me the picture.  
S.Ó.G. 

The Wedding of Biddy Lyons and John Royan. 1948? 
The Wedding was celebrated in Biddy’s home in Rhannakilla. The above picture was taken on the 
bridge outside the house. The names of the group are as follows: Front: Eddie Neville? Rhannakilla. Pete 
Lyons, Malinmore. Nan Lyons, Malinmore. Seán Lyons, Malinmore. Back: James Josie Maloney, 
Aughera. Mary Mhanais Donegan, Rhannakilla. Sarah Hegarty, Ummeriwirrnan. Biddy (Con Bhriany) 
McShane, Upper Cappagh. Lady? John Royan, The Groom. Lady? Biddy Lyons, The Bride. John      
Lyons, Malinmore. Johnny Carr, Cappagh . Mrs. Mary Lyons, Malinmore. Seán Keeney, Carrick, gave 
me the picture. S.Ó.G. 
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The information on pages 14-18 is taken from “Arranmore Links” by Barney and Aidan 
Gallagher. A full account of the descendants of Maitiú Ó Laighin/Mathew Lyons is to be 
found in this book. S.Ó.G. 



 
16 



 
17 



 
18 



 
19 

Bríd Bhán: Seo an céad rann de’n ámhrán a scríobh Bríd Bhán Ní h-Eachaidh, Rinn 
na Cille agus a fear céile Aindris Ua h-Eigheartaigh, iar díobhtha a ghabhail go Mín a’ 
Bhainne ins na Gleanntaí thart fá’n  bhliain 1800. Fuair mé na focla i g- “Ceolta Theil-
inn” a chur an Cigire Pádraig Mac Seáin le chéile. S.Ó.G. 
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The Lyons Clan in the Townlands of Beefan and Garveross, Glencolmcille. 
 
I do not have a great knowledge of the Beefan/Garveross branch of the Lyons Clan, but that,  
which I could glean from sources, I have set below. Note: The Humes had leased Beefan and 
Garveross from the Conollys. In March 1857, the Rev. John Mc Naughton bought the lease. 
This information is taken from “Glencolumbkille: A History  3000B.C.—1901A.D” by  
Aidan Manning.  S.Ó.G. 

 
A ROUGH SEA IN TEELIN BAY. I FOUND THIS PICTURE ON THE INTERNET. S.Ó.G. 
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The page below is edited from the Griffith Valuation 1857 for the Townlands of Beefan; 
Beefan & Garveross Mountain and Garveross. Unfortunately, I do not have the Map to go 
with the list. I found the information below in “Glencolmcille: A Parish History” by Conall 
Mac Cuinneagáin. S.Ó.G. 
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�����*ULIILWK
V�9DOXDWLRQ���*OHQFROXPENLOOH�3DULVK��&R�'RQHJDO 
7UDQVFULEHG�DQG�VHQW�WR�PH�E\�-XG\�3KLOLS��6KH�LV�UHVHDUFKLQJ�2VERUQH�DQG�0D[ZHOO��VR�

LI�\RX�KDYH�VLPLODU�UHVHDUFK�LQWHUHVWV��SOHDVH�(PDLO�KHU�mailto:japhilip@ozemail.com.au 
Where a name appears twice or more, it does not necessarily mean that there 
are separate people carrying that name - it may indicate the same person with 
his name recorded against land and a house/outbuildings in different areas of 
the townlands. 
 
For the full details of the entries, including landlords name, type of property and map 
references, please Email me mailto:lbuckle@ihug.co.nz 

Please limit the requests to 5 entries at a time 
6XUQDPH��)LUVW��7RZQODQG�
Lyons, Bridget, Rinnakill  
Lyons, Condy, Beefan  
Lyons, Condy, Beefan & Garveross Mountain  
Lyons, Edward, Beefan  
Lyons, Edward, Beefan & Garveross Mountain  
Lyons, Hannah, Ballard  
Lyons, James, Beefan & Garveross Mountain  
Lyons, James, Garveross  
Lyons, Manus, Beefan & Garveross Mountain  
Lyons, Manus, Garveross  
Lyons, Manus, Meenavean  
Lyons, Matthew, Beefan  
Lyons, Matthew, Beefan & Garveross Mountain  
Lyons, Matthew, Garveross  
Lyons, Matthew (Beefan), Beefan & Garveross Mountain  
Lyons, Michael, Rinnakill  
Lyons, Owen, Gannew and Curreen  
Lyons, Owen, Malinmore  
Lyons, Patrick, Beefan & Garveross Mountain  
Lyons, Patrick, Garveross  
Lyons, Patrick, Rinnakill  
Lyons, Thomas, Beefan & Garveross Mountain  
Lyons, Thomas, Garveross  
 
I found the above list Land Tenants of the Parish of Glencolumkille 1857 on the Internet. 
Take note of the statement in bold at the top of the page—some of the names may be entered 
more than once! The names in bold would be all related to Maitiú Ó Laighin of Rhannakilla 
and Aranmore. S.Ó.G. 
 
Seosamh Ua Gallchobhair, 
Rinn na Cille, 
Teileann, 
Tír Chonaill. 
10/09/2008. 




